SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
is a piece of orthodox Marxism and to what extent
other writings have influenced me. In any case,
orthodoxy is not uniform, for the human beings who
are orthodox in any civilisation have all arrived at their
position as a result of a long journey through the
thickets and jungles of that particular civilisation,
which differs from every other* Each comes through
scratched and injured in different parts of his body, and
no pathway is the same as any other. I have read many
books that are not Marxist, besides several of the basic
works themselves, and my life experience has been
peculiarly English. My roots are buried in the
traditions of this and that social class, and in England
the classes are constructed on rather different patterns
from those in America or France or old Russia. In
order to understand my own particular degree of
orthodoxy, it is necessary to know a very great deal
about English economic and cultural history, quite
apart from my own personal psychological make-up.
Yet, although there can be no uniformity in world
Marxism, just as there can be no uniformity in world
Christianity or world Capitalism, it is necessary to
make definitions and to be precise. Otherwise we find
ourselves floundering hopelessly in a sea of vagueness,
like John Cowper Powys, with his indeterminate
leanings to a host of logically inconsistent attitudes,
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